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Synopsis

2015 Schneider Family Book Award Winner Alan loves animals, but the great cat house at the
Bronx Zoo makes him sad. WhyA are theyA all alone in empty cages? Are they being punished?
More than anything, he wants to be their championa "their voiceéa "but he stutters
uncontrollably.Except when he talks to animalséa [Then he is fluent.Follow the life of the man Time
Magazine calls, "the Indiana Jones of wildlife conservation"as he searches for his voice and fulfills a
promise to speak for animals, and people, who cannot speak for themselves.A This real-life story

with tender illustrations by Catia Chien explores truths not defined by the spoken word.
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Customer Reviews

I’'m a children’s librarian. | read a lot of books for kids. And | believe this one is going to prove itself
to be quite the standout. It's incredible how deceptively simple it is - this young boy with a stutter
has an easier time speaking to animals, obtains greater ease of speech as he grows older, and
uses that voice to fulfill a promise to the animals who inspired him. If you’re a grown-up who loved
"The Man Who Planted Trees" or the essays of Wendell Berry, you should seek this one out for
yourself. A beautiful tale that works both literally and metaphorically to emphasize that having a

voice is a privilege we should use wisely.



I’'m a Speech Language Pathologist, so | love stories about kids with speech and language
disorders. This book is about a boy who stutters who grew up to advocate for animal protection. |
was really excited when | found out about this book from a coworker. | read through it and oh man, it
touched my SLP heart. | love the story line and was able to do a few therapy sessions with this book
as the focus. It's so good for other people who stutter to understand that there are other people out
there who share the same problems. Then we learned about the author, Alan Rabinowitz, who is an
amazing guy. He has done amazing things for people who stutter and animal protection.The
illustrations are quite lovely and striking. | love the author’s use of space on the pages for some of
the words to really hit at the meaning of his words. | would love to watch a video of the author
reading the book, it would be so awesome. | did find some You Tube videos the author has done,
he really is a fascinating guy.Overall, | HIGHLY recommend. Especially to anyone who stutters or
works with people who stutter.*Please note that although | often review items at discounts in
exchange for honest reviews, | bought this for FULL price and just wanted to share my experience

and recommend.

My 9 and 5 year old grandchildren really liked this book. It gave me an opportunity to talk with them
about stuttering and how hard it would be if you had a lot of trouble saying what you wanted to. The
idea that this boy could seemingly communicate with animals was very intriguing to them. This is a
kids’ book with some substance, but written and illustrated so that children can enjoy it at whatever

level works for them.

This book is not for young children. Too many complicated topics to explain. Ex: "The teachers put
me in a class for disturbed children.” And, "...hunters are killing them...and prize their bodies as

trophies.". Not material for a before-bed read to a 5-yr old

This autobiographical story is shared so sweetly, helping to promote understanding of individuals
with speech disorders. | would definitely buy this for any child with any kind of disability and for use

in classrooms to promote better inclusion and understanding among peers.

| first became aware of Alan Rabinowitz through The Moth, where he told the story contained in this
superbly illustrated picture book. As a boy, Alan struggled with speaking, even being labeled as
mentally disabled. The only times he was able t speak correctly was while singing or while talking to

animals. Eventually, when his problems were identified as a stutter, he was able to get proper



training to manage his speech. Being made voiceless as a child, only helped by his animal friends,
Alan decided to be a voice for the animals, devoting his life to establishing nature preserves.The
drawings in this book are at times charming, as when young Alan sings to his pets or speaks to the
jaguar in the zoo, but also painful, such as Alan’s medical exams and the image of a hunter riding
away on his horse, a dead jaguar thrown over the horse’s back. The latter might upset some
children, but the image should be balanced out by the images of jaguars running free in their new
preserve.This was a perfect choice for the Schneider Family Book Award. I'd even consider

purchasing this for my personal collection!

Alan loves animals--because of a severe stutter, he can’t communicate with other people, but
animals always seem to understand him. As a child, he vows to protect them and be their champion.
In college, he learns to be a "completely fluent" stutterer, and goes on to a successful career as an
animal researcher. In nature, he feels at home; with people, he still feels broken. This real-life story
is beautifully told for children, and is inspirational for young people struggling with stuttering or other

disabilities to overcome. The illustrations are particularly striking, Very sensitively done.

This book may appear as a picture book for just young children, but it is appropriate for all ages with
an aim toward discussion toward the treatment of those who cannot speak for themselves and

those who have so much to offer if only we could look past difference.
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